
Introduction to Holidays and Holydays for Spirit Play

It was with great pleasure that I have translated the popular curriculum by Charlene Brotman and Barbara Marshman into a version compatible with the Spirit Play method.  When I was a DRE, I used the program in my congregation every year and was thrilled when Charlene Brotman gave me permission to go ahead and adapt it so that it would continue on in a new form.  

There were several challenges with converting the program to Spirit Play in the 21st century.  
· As much as possible, I tried to use the same words that Charlene wrote, adding in more information when needed, but appending it to a Spirit Play approach.  Because of this, the UU Pilgrimage lesson became five stories in Spirit Play format.  The First Day lesson became an Orientation to Spirit Play with the Sources lesson as the focus.
· I have also tried to provide the lesson’s card material for each lesson, so that you will not have to search for as many items to complete a story as in the original Spirit Play stories.  Some of the lessons only require printing out the cards and laminating them.  However, feel free to use other materials if you so choose to make it more interesting to 3rd graders and up.
· Make sure that you have a box or basket that is large enough for the materials for that lesson.  You might number the cards on the back and put the name of the lesson on them so you can keep them in the correct basket.  Label shelf with name of story, label basket or box with symbols stated in each lesson.  You may wish to put the lesson name on the box or basket also.

· The lessons here can be used for 3rd grade and up; some of them can be used with 2nd graders depending on the appropriateness of the lesson or story.

· There are a great many art, feast, and other extensions included here but you can keep it simple by doing only one special activity from the many outlined here.  It was always our frustration with the curriculum that you could spend several weeks doing some of the great activities.  You can always opt to have a work week every few weeks to that children have time to explore the many materials.

· Food was a big part of the celebrations and I have tried to preserve that by providing the recipes in the original curriculum for use at the feast time.  If you have an extra person available, you may wish to provide a table to work on the feast food with children who choose preparing the feast for their work that day.  This is obviously optional.
· The materials are lessons and stories; the lessons being more didactic material about the religion or ceremony while the stories are narratives with characters.  Sometimes both are present in the materials as in Dussehra’s story of Rama and Ravana.

· I suggest having special shelves near the stories themselves for the art extensions, or one whole section, especially if you will be including a number of them over the course of the year.  Having a special tray with activities for just that activity will help children find all they need for the activity except for regular materials such as scissors or glue sticks.  The extensive art projects have been included as materials that will go on the shelf so that children may choose to make the project or not, with laminated instructions.  The day you first present the lesson, you may point out the materials to the children before they choose their work.  If it’s only going to be on the shelf for one day, be sure to let them know.  But these materials can stay there permanently for children to choose for their work.  
ON the other hand, you may choose not to include them and only use some of the art extensions occasionally so there isn’t as much preparation time.
· The curriculum tape is not included here, so you will have to find your old copy, or find other sources for the songs that were provided on the tape.  The other song sheets provided in the curriculum have also been included.  Eugene Navias gave permission to again use his songs.  It is good to retape the material onto individual tapes or CD’s for the lessons so that a child may play it with headphones as part of the lesson when they choose it for work time.
· There are a number of extension cards included that will help older or more interested children find more information beyond the lesson to read.  They should be laminated and placed near the story they relate to on a basket or in a box marked with the name of the story.  They are optional.  
· I was very careful to avoid appropriating actual religious rituals from other faiths within the parameters of the curriculum, which has been a criticism of it in the recent past when we became much more aware of how much we were “stealing” from others.  
They may have pictures or drawings about the rituals but they do not imitate them.  Children do not imitate body prayers or recite prayers from other traditions, but make up new ones for themselves or use contemporary interfaith prayers.  In some cases of cultural holidays rather than religious, I left the pieces in and you can of course decide not to do them that way.
If you wish to have an authentic celebration to honor another tradition such as a Seder, then please have a person who grew up in that tradition or is a part of it now to lead the celebration with the children and explain its significance.  
Because of this sensitivity, I have omitted Africa Day from the curriculum until I can find enough resources to write it from one tribe rather than reducing the whole continent to one lesson.  

· I have included the original introduction to the curriculum as I still feel that it has some wonderful information.

· Materials that would be on a celebration table may be added to your altar table in the church corner for the day of the celebration.  Nice to set up a display honoring the particular religion or ideas presented for the day.  There are pages in your material for a display each week if you wish or you can add other materials as you have them such as statues.
· From the original: “Although Unitarian Universalists do not require belief in a set creed, we do hold values which we want to articulate clearly to children.  The Belief Statements (which I call U*U Affirmations) are designed to connect values we affirm with the holidays we are celebrating.”  If you have space, you might make extra copies of the affirmations and attach to ribbons on the wall for the year.

· Moveable Holidays: “Some holidays do not fall on the same date every year.  Islamic holidays, for instance, occur in the Moslem lunar calendar of 354 days, so that, in general, the date of the holiday will advance 11 days from one year to the next.  If you want to know the exact date of a holiday, look it up in a UNICEF calendar.  It lists all the world’s holidays each year.  You can use the “UU Pilgrimage” celebration on any date.”

· This curriculum is meant to go along with the regular Spirit Play classroom.  Please see Spirit Play: A Manual for Liberal Religious Education Programs (www.spiritplay.net) for information on classroom set-up and order of morning and story-telling technique.  I suggest you start the year with nothing on the story shelves except the three foundational lessons and extensions (Flaming Chalice Lesson and Extensions, Promises General Lesson, and Sources Lesson; the last one is a part of the First Day materials) to accommodate all the stories and lessons of Holidays and Holydays for Spirit Play.  You may wish to have any stories from previous years that relate to the ones in Holidays and Holydays such as The Wise People and the Elephant or the Parables of Jesus.  
· During the storytelling, you may wish to show the materials around the circle before placing on the underlay if the group is large in the typical Montessori fashion.
· Card material is from the internet; GNU Documentation License for some material, other photos and information permission pending.
· Tools you might wish to have on hand: 
· computer (Word and Adobe 8) for reading scripts and cards
· color printer and copier for printing cards
· laminating machine, either full-size or the smaller Xyron machine which will laminate materials about 5” in width or clear contact paper.  

· CD or tape player for classroom; copy songs for particular lessons on separate CD or tape to include in basket.  Have CD player or Tape player available in a special place on the shelf that is used when a child takes a lesson with a song in it out for their work.
I thank Charlene Brotman and Eugene Navias again for their generosity and the Fund for Unitarian Universalism for their grant that helped to partially fund the time it took to work on this.  Thank you to the Melrose Unitarian Universalist Church for sponsoring the Fund grant, especially to Kathy Keleher for her time and energy.  And to Lynn Tuttle Gunney who provided her wonderful book, Meet Jesus, for the Easter Lesson.
Please let me know if there are any technical problems with the material such as not being able to open a file.  Also let me know if there are missing items or something doesn’t make sense.  Despite careful editing, mistakes slip through.  As soon as I know about them, I can correct the material as I usually make the CD’s to order.  I would also love to see photos of finished stories to add to our files.
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